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1. Background
The Study work for eNS_Ph2 has concluded at the last SA2 meeting. This was a great achievement given the backdrop of the challenging conditions our meetings had to face, and the number of topics and solutions alternatives addressed during the Study. For background, this study was started in SA2 based on a request by GSMA (in LS S2-1907776 "NG.116 GST publication and cooperation with 3GPP SA2") to analyse the gaps in the specifications under SA2 responsibility in supporting the attributes defined in the GSMA NG.116 document. This resulted in the approval of the related Study at SA#85 in SP-190931.
The objectives of the Study were the following:
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Objective

The objective of this study is to identify the gaps in the currently defined 5GS system procedures defined in SA2 owned TSs to support of GST parameters and to study potential solutions that may address these gaps. The following parameters at least will be under consideration:

- 
Maximum number of UEs per Network Slice

- 
Maximum number of PDU sessions per Network Slice

- 
Maximum UL and DL data rate per UE in a Network Slice

Interaction with SA1 and GSMA is expected for any aspects that need any clarification, as identified as the work progresses.


2. Discussion

SA2 conclusions reached at SA2#143-e were allowing to update the eNS_Ph2 WID approved at SA#90 to now also include aspects related to all the KIs under study, thus filling the identified gaps for several attributes in NG.116, with the exception of one attribute related to KI#6. It was unfortunately impossible to agree on including this statement in the conclusions related to KI#6 (on constraints on simultaneous use of Network Slices), based on objection of two companies:

"-
In normative phase to be decided how to handle the case of non-supporting UEs, non-supporting VPLMNs and whether to provide information to the UE so it can request compatible slices upfront"

In our view, at least the aspect of "non supporting UEs and VPLMNs" needs to be addressed as a normal course of action across all the features that are introduced in the system. 
For the second aspect (also considering that the objecting companies proposed in the study phase some solutions that were also implying it is beneficial to inform the UE of the simultaneous use constraints related to the Network Slices the UE is configured with) we expect that contentious issues would be on what information to provide rather than whether to provide any information. 
These issues can be addressed in the remaining two SA2 meetings before stage 2 freeze.
We are concerned that we are not addressing all the specification gaps in supporting NG.116 identified in the study and therefore we leave the KI#6 topic to be addressed in a future release, when in fact by a final cooperation effort we could deliver the solutions covering all the identified gaps in rel-17 in the next two SA2 meetings.

We therefore propose to update the WID for eNS_Ph2 coming to SA#91 for approval with the following text added to the objectives:

"Define a subscription-based mechanism ensuring that a supporting UE can only register with compatible Network Slices, as per the subscription information."
3. Proposal

It is proposed that SA#91 approves the WID update in SP-210222 which allows the normative work on KI#6 topic to progress and complete in Rel-17. 
